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the Midst” vol. 1 is the first of a series o
nibitions that will from now on be held at
Argo Factory, simultaneously presenting
several solo exhibitions by different artists.
-rom Its inception Pejman Foundation has
collaborated with young, emerging artists,
as well as those who are at the midpoint
of their careers. But up to now, it has not
had the opportunity to present their works
at Argo Factory. The current “In the Midst”
will present three solo exhibitions by Neda
Saeedi, Ali Meer Azimi and Mohammad
Hassanzadeh, each placed in a ditferent
space at Argo Factory. These three artists
are relatively close to each other in terms
of age but they have had entirely different
rofessional experiences. The proximity of
the three exhibitions allows the viewer to
gainamorecomprehensive understandir
of their works and thought processes, by
being able to compare and contrast their
form and content, as well as the variety of

used medium and material.
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Ali Meer Azimi (bornin 1984, Istahan) works
with various mediums from installations
to audio design and texts. Meer Azimi
studies the structures of image considering
politics and contemporary art exhibition
spaces from a cinematic point of view
considering the modern history of Iran.

He participated in Ashkal Alwan's HWP
2016-17 Program in Beirut and Shifting
Panoramas, the Feldfunf-Goethe Institute

residency in Berlin. He alsowas anominee [
for DAAD’s 2020 long-termresearch grant g8
and was one of the three artists participating s

In the lranian national pavilion at the 53th 8
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_In winter of 1987 the lran-lrag war spread
beyond the border to the cities.

_With air raids and rocket attacks, the war
reached its peak In the cities between
February and April of 1988, and resulted
INn civilian casualties with 12,000 dead and
njured.

1. Lichtenberg says that few have
seen pure white, but all that he did
was to construct an ideal use from the
ordinary one, which in no way makes
theordinaryusewrong.(Wittgenstein’s

Remarks on Color)

_It I1s said that when Ilragi Mirage planes got
close to Iranian radar coverage, the systems
would experience a disruption and the entire
screen would turn white. A thick surface as
fragile as a piece of paper.

“Attention, attention!”
“Thesoundyouarehearingisawarningsignal
or ared siren. it indicates an imminent air raid.
Leaveyour stationand headtoashelter.”

The radio program would be disrupted to
broadcast the announcement above to the
oublic. They had four minutes from the time




they observed tr
overhead. After t

e shadow of the al
ne four minutes, benhi

deep within that white flat surface, would

obe wrinkles that did
flat surface. Wrink
topographic ruins u

the spilt blood.
_George Berkeley says, “We do not perceive

N't appear on the white
es that appeared as
nder the red sirens and

'ects All that Is properly perceived by the
ive faculty amounts to no more than colors,

which we take as objects.”

_ Aristotle says In
call transparent Is

th

e De sensu, “But what we
not something peculiar to

air, or water, or any other of the bodies usually
called transparent, but

nd power,
fits own, b
Ikewise In a
degree.”

_One of the

camouflage (hidi
Perhaps camout
type of “power” of
alrplane takes advar
sparency to avoid detection by radar.

istotle alsosays, “Whence itfollowsthatwe

capap
Ut residl

e of
Ir

ng

IS a common nature

O separate exister
these, and subsisti

| other bodies to a greater or lesser

most technical and tactical
strategies for hiding in a situation of danger is

Ng “with”, or “in” something).
age can be considered a
trar

sparency. As such, an
tage of the power of

may define color as the limit of the transparent

N determinately bo
the lim

determines

unded body.” The radar
it of this transparency.

He continues, “For whether we consider the




special class of bodies called transparent,
as water and such others, or determinate
bodies, which appear to possess a fixed

color of their own,
surface that all al

_ It seems that with

themselves — but

_Jean Cocteau’s f

tis atthe exterior bounding

ke exhibit their color.”

their various camouflage
and jammingtechniques, fighteraircraftinsert
the exterior bounding surface or color into
the secondary object.
color on the radar scree

By spraying a white
N they reveal not

thelr concealed selves.

IIm Orpheus (1950) is
the story of mirrors: reflected images and
sounds, thebreakingofmirrors,and passing

through mirrors. The mirrors have a direct

nection to de
death, and the world of the dead. Staring at
reflections brings about death. Retlections
determine the boundary between life and

death. In Cocteau’s flil
form of audible reflect
nours at the radio in his automobile in order
derstand what he is accused of. This s

not of a poetic source,
unicated from the land
f the dead. Radars seem to work In the

same way.

udible reflectior
Ut of codes comm

_The area controlled by radart

ne flying object with the defe
ke a spider web surface, an

ath, a person dressed as

M even the radio IS a
ion. Orpheus spends

Nnat connects

Nse center IS
interface, or




anten

alr. The intermediary object Iis nothing but

nae connecting the ground a

frequencies. The tlying object (even though
it Is a volumetric, physical object) is only

discernible or visible from a distance, if it

can be heard. Andthis is done by analyzir
ne return waves of the radar after it h

ying

ts the
object.

_In other words the tlying objects acts like

d Sul

frequencies. After detecting the flyir

‘ace blocking and returning certain

object, the radar screen becomes like a
transparent surtace covered in quicksilver,

turnin

image of the flying objec

g Into a mirror that retlects the audible

-A preparation for identitying possible

situati
MIrror
poracti
NIS ea

_This

onsofthreatcouldbethis:animaginary
as aradar screen. The individual can
ce staring at the mirrored surface with
rs, trying to see something that will be

Mpossible to see once the radar screen
turns hard and white.

audible preparation can be called

“Rehearsal for moment of contact’.




2. The color white eliminates all
other colors. Does red not do the
same thing?

_The white area is a section of the earth that
s always In firing range from two ditffere
POVs, from below and from above; the poi
of view Is the trench and areas of hostili
and the ultimate perspective will show t
network of destruction. The network of hostili
for involved subjects is a complex labyrint
and the only way Is to enter it. The issue wit
abyrinths is not that one must enter them, but
that one must solve them and exit them. The
abyrinth takes on a more complicated for
at the situation of the rehearsal for mome
of contact, because sometimes, in orde
take on a trial enemy, one must imagine that
the person leading the drill is the enemy, or
nas been paired with the enemy.
_ Can the Arab king in Borges’s “T
Kings and The Two Labyrinths™ fol
steps of the Western king he has just sent
into the transparent labyrinth in the desert?
_Military exercises used to be called "Mashq",
and the place where they were conducted
was called Mashqg Square in old Tehran.

_In Mashg Square and the silence of the
desert, If the only audible sound is t
Ullets that pass throughthe ear
nch the earth’s thirst with a storm of




bullets in lieu of rain, what can be done wher
there are no bullets left in the cartr
the only option to co
nd fire them back |
NIS IS how the sou

IS reversedq.
let that Is removed from a doorframe

U

engineering.

_From the 1990s to th
than 70% of lran's mi
been the enemy’s own bullets that
turned against him. The majority o
passive defense system
eavesdropping systems, a
_Inthe treatise Hedayat il rami it is said t
one of the signs of excellence in shoot

lect the enem

N his direction?
nd of the whistling bullet

ires a fertile mother in 1
er among its shadow mothers.
‘he name of this mother I1s Reverse

e present tinr
itary equipnr
nave been
' these are
S, radio systems,
Nd especially radar.

idge? Isn't
v's bullets

'S reversal.

A

N

arrows at the time was called, "shooting

at a song”, which meant being ab

someone In the dark based on the direct

of thei

Nightt

would

bell, move to the le

and tr

nang a bell from it.

r voilce. |In order to reach this leve
excellence one hadtotraverse the desert at

me, positionatargetatadistance and
he shooter's assistant
d of a rope t

then take ho

enringthe be

T orr

by p

9

U

e 1o

hit
or
O.:

led to the

Nt of the target,

INg on the rope.

The shooter would have to take aim at t
target based on the direction of the sour




and release the arrow silently. The next step
would be to position the target in a ditch or
a high place and repeat shooting an arrow
toward it at night. Both of these drills were

iIntended not only for becoming expert at
shooting the target from a distance, but to

be able to determine distances in different

climates and t

3. Imagi

opographic conditions.

ne someone pointing to the

iris of an eye in one of Rembrandt’s
portraits, saying, “l| want my room
to be this color.”

_ The rehearsal for point of contact — with
sound acting as an intermediary representing
a ray from the enemy’s transparency -

iINntersects witr
song.

_Onthescreen
but the Image
be used. Two

releasing an arrow toward a

thesoundturnsintoanimage,
still needs work before it can
opposing forces recognize

each other and try to simulate one another.

image too.

_It could be sal

The simulation helps make one’'sownimage
clearer, while also claritying the other side’s

d that it Is time itself — or better

vet, the moment — this Is reverse engineeread
N a process of trial and error during the




rehearsal for point of contact. The moment
IS destroyed and recreated order to
be experienced more and more. Each
experience s like a skeleton upon which the
moment forms its meat and substance. In
the process of this antagonism, the moment
folds and becomes two-dimensional: one
dimension Is the simulation and the other is
real. Each moment is simulated until it takes
the shape of a real moment and creates
and controls its temporal image. Theretore
nis moment will be in the future. A future
nat Is the manifestation of the present time
at I1s being simulated In a laboratory. But
one cannot find a clear boundary between
the two, because it is the essence of suc

a moment to constantly be going back ar

orth keeps changing form and mutates a
alienates for itself and this time, becomin
some other time.

8
d
orth. Like a piece of wax, this going back and
d
o
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4. A white smooth surface canreflect

things. B
and what
Is behind

ut what if there Is a mistake
itreflects is something that
itand is being seenthrough

it? Will it be while and transparent?

describes the concept of eerie with
Lovecratft’s stories, saying that “The emphasis

on horror, [in
conseguence O

F

unknown.” Lovecrafts stories at some point
become out of place, and it is done so carefully
and on cue that it can't be avoided. If it can
become out of place at an exact moment, car
we also imagine a strange moment when it

Lovecrafts stories...], Is a
the stories’ encounter with the

becomes out of time? If the Weird is connected
to time, In the second chapter that Is about

—erie, Fisher ties this concept to place.
ne Weird appears at a time when it is out of
ace, and the Eerie appears in a place at an

unexpected time. So strange phenomena can

ne Eerle.

nsidered the result of combining the Weird

_In Lovecraft's The Music of Erich Zann, music

IS Seen as a stra
topography. It is t

nge phenomenon In the city’s

ne span of a song that makes

an existing space seem alien. Each frequency
IS an audible manifestation of moments where
a bullding or place, change. A place that Is no
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7 willbeacomplex image of a surface.
The painted image will include many
layers of red as well as other colors.
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_A fugue represents an ephemeral form of
time.

_Whereas in musicology, fugue refers to
the notion of a repeating subject (melody
where two or more voices Imitate one
another, in psychology the ‘fugue state’
denotes a state of dissociation, a crisis of
identity related to altered environments,
affecting the memories, personality and
other identitying characteristics upon which
individuality hinges.

N Fugues of Time Sami Khatib writes, “Ir
other words, the fugue Is a dialectica
concept; It denotes both continuous
difference inrepetition and disruption through
dissolution. While joining the disjointed, the
fugue is a fugitive; it tlits by...the fugue...
entertaining a relation that separates, a
separationthatrelates. Conjoining arelation
of non-relation, the fugue pushes the

concept of the relation to its limits, affecting
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the nexus of time and space upon which
every concept of relationality hinges. |t
IS the fugue that enacts and bridges the
crack In our spatio- temporal continuum...
When August Wilhelm Schlegel translated
Shakespeare’s Hamlet in 1798, he chose to
render Hamlet's famous exclamation ‘The
time isoutof joint’ as ‘Die Zeitistaus den Fugen’,
the time Is out of fugues’. Here, the fugue Is
a temporal joint, open to disruption...\What if
time itself is not linear but ‘fugal’, oscillating
between continuous self-differentiation and
disruptive out-of-jointness..."”

—ugal disruptions behave the opposite of
eerie or transparent, in other words they
ne quality to make something opaque
d visible.

ne accompaniment of voices Iin a fugue
INnts to an intervention that according to
terBenjaminmustmakehistorypregnant
ke a constellation of discordant strips of
time. A fugue disrupts the hegemony ot
reality andthe unchangeable orderof nature
by creating cracks in time, making possible
the occurrence of a different ‘present’ for a
brief time. The linear reading of time does
not serve such a perspective, because In
this approach historic time Iis not linear and
stable; history is not a pure uniform expanse
of advancement over time, instead it has a
confused texture of upheavals and defeats.




Benjamin believed that in esse

a possibility, heterogene

In the historical sense time IS |i
without substance, so It cannot conformr

to itself. So If we imag
experience Is only conr
or sometime outside of

it Is historical, this alienation
nistorical experience is an experience of the
present time and belongs to the present. It Is

ce, time was

ous, and disjointed.

ne that a histor

Ke a sponge

Cda

ected to something

itself just beca

USe

S Interna

. A

an experience of heterogeneous moments,
leading to transformations in the present
time. Each moment is independently facing
a present time. And these disjointed moments

are fuga

_Thomas Metzinger and so
sts believe that reducir

sclent

me cognitive
g the level of

transparency (becoming opague) increases
cognitionandrecognition, as wellas attention,
leading to the correct reaction.

_In terms of an audible source,
iInvoluntarily) Is close to transparer

nearl
cy, a

istening (voluntary) Is close to an opaque

condition.




the same as looking

i

ingisno

6. Observ

lor and tell

me what it reminds you of.” If the color

IS CO

i -
e
©
=X
8
=

or seeing

destroyed, you can no longer see

IS
the color | am speak

. We observe

ing of

so that we can see something that we
wouldn’t be able to see If we didn't

_The point of contact rehearsal i1s an

Into listening.

ing

hear

exXerclise

for turn
Thisprocesstakesplacethroughartificially

ing

created or simulated sound, and by

considering the source of sound as alien.

making the opaque surface transparent.
_In a red situation the source of sound Is

N silence and

on what

f

ituat

IS S

N th

nary sounds used to

begins

1Se

he exerc

imag|

Irrors

th

Inues Wi

cont

eed audible m

s the role of those doing the drill

everything, and the longing of those they
seduced would have broken far stronger

Sirens have a still more fatal weapon than




their song, namely their silence. A
admittedly such a thing has never happened,
still it Iis concelvable that someone might possibly
nave escaped from their singing; but from
their silence certainly never. Against the feeling
Ng triumphed over them by ones own
ngth, and the consequent exaltation that
bears down everything before it, no earthly

powers can resist.” (The Silence of the Sirer
Kafka)

_Transparency Is the act of revealing an abyss
that Jalal Toufic, the Iragi intellectual, consi
the duty of contemporary artists. He re
the situation of artists faced with traumatic
tuations to vampire movies. Inthese types of
films vampires do not produce reflections
N mirrors. Toufic does not mean that artists
are exceptional in that they are the only ones
who can recognize vampires; no! He believes
that artists are those who can see the lack of
the vampires'’ reflection in the mirror and must
record this situation. They must see it and
hear it and through this act of witnessing, tr
tuation may become tangible through art.
Nis reflection-less or image-less situation |
eerie, because something (image or sound) |
not where it should be (the mirror). In addition
to visual transparency, in another place Toufic
also speaks of a strange situation wher
sound is missing. By 'missing’ sound he is Not




reterri
typeofsilencethatcanbedescribeddif
n the article "The Dancer’s Two Bod
refers to a type of silence that materializes [
with death, a silence that covers sound/lite &
with a cloak and embraces it. Toufic calls thi
silence [over].

_Sllence [over] Is a transparent sound.

7. We may Imagine something
that occurs in a film as taking place
behind the screen. The screen is
transparent, a type of glass surface.
Glass removes colors and only lets

white, gray, and black through. (We
are not dealing with physics here.
We treat black and white the same
way we treat red and green). So we
can imagine that we are recreating a
glass surface that we can at the same
time call while, and transparent.

As the conseguence of this war Is a repetitive
generalization of a particular situation, we car
iImmediately, and without any concern for historica
chronology, move back and forth in time and
narrate time not in a linear matter, but in a way
that expresses the wandering essence of time.
istoryrepresentsaversionoftimethatsuggests




areas. And thi

whether the officia
victors, or popular history tr
In our time sci-fi iIs a multidisciplina
without which we cannot describe t

are occurring

inear montage of materials with a loroad
iIngotsources—fromsupposedlyunrelated

S is true of every version of history,

history that is written by the
atis rooted infiction.

'y subject

around us.

According to
orf Singuilarity,

—redric Jameson In 7he

NiNgs that

Aesthelics

"An ontology of the present is a
science-fictional operation.”
_When you lift your head you will see a strange
boundary that Is called The Skyline. This is not
just a border between the sky and the earth. It is
a symbolic line that every government uses to

express its power over the lives of its citizens as
well as to those living beyond its borders. Once

we pass the Jower of Babela

beyondthe Eifel lower, Tatlin's Tower, or

first example t

for the Monument to the Third International. 1s the
nat Immediately comes to mind. In

Our corner of
was meant to

play a similar role.

nd slowly proceed

the project

he world, Azadl Tower (Shahyad)

Rulers have tried various tricks to builo
monuments to themselves, to the
skylines were not enough. Not even
the sky to the earth would do. Approximately
when the American dream of tying the earth to

point that
attaching




Ky was taking shape through the launch of
o 11, an Iranian/American artist was in the
process of designing a tower that would dwart
all others. This was a theoretical study to create
self-sufficient structures that could remain
suspended In air with only one point touching
the earth. At a point 24,000 miles above the
surface of the earth the g-force is almost equal
to the centrifugal force that pushes everything
away fromthe planet, therefore anythingthatis
placed atthis pointhas the tendency of staying
N a fixed circult. The artist designed a tower
made of two structures that are connected to
one another at that exact point. The resultis A
Fairly lall Tower, 48,000 Miles High. In 1968
using a computer he managed to design
the height (29 kilometers) and diameter (3.2
kilometers at its crown) of the tower, which
wouldthrow a 580-kilometerlong shadow over
the state of North Dakota. The artist was Siah
Armajani. In order to gain an understanding
of America and the way it was developed,
Armajani studied different ways of residential
construction and early American structures,
fromlog cabinstowooden bridges, andftinally
Jefferson’s designs for Monticello. He said in
an interview, “| started by learning about silos,
19th century American architecture, rural
houses, bridges, etc. | looked at photographs
and visited some of these places and studied
ney were put together. It you go Insi




one of these s ce, and move arou
you will learn how and why the material have
been put together.”

The skylines of our cities were initially marked
with towers that were a source of light. Towers
that it roads so travellers would not get lost, ana
ater the towers were inscribed with light so that
the road would not be lost. These towers were
led Minarets. The apex of the design and
nstruction of these minarets was 5th and 6th
nturies L.H., when the Seljigids ruled these
ds. The tall minarets built during the Seljugid
era—Ilike otherworks of architecture fromthi
time — are considered brickwork masterpieces
N lranian architecture. Brick in different
imensions and patterns, Is the principal
ement used In these buildings. The brick
nly serves as the main structural element
nd foundation of the building, but also as
N ornament on the facade. It is as if in the
architecture of the Seljigud era, the interior
and exterior have reached a balance. In
stahan one can observe the towers that remain
from the Seljugid era onwards, and think about
nsparent towers that don't have any surfaces:
towers of sound, serving as death warnings for
some and saviors for others.

Art as intermediary (the work of Armajani
ughoutthisproject)canhelpintheprocessof
INng aboutand questioning critical pol
ntemporary history. Points that accordl
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Memory, and

J

on

/

that don't only belong

Invent

resolvingit, adifficulty that
Ng Memories

ar too complex and grand than the current
peace process could possibly envisage,

let alone resolve.”

pm
-

1N

lar with historical memory and, as |

sald, and arresting form of invention can we

ICU

{

f geography generally and landscape

dward Said
Place, “..the Interplay between geography,

the hollow towers

-

IS T

Mmix O

s particularly relevant to a twentieth-century
example...only by understanding that special

nvention must occur If there Is recollect
Sound is generated by the movement of air

begin to grasp the persistence of contlict
The mediation of people and their works is
their connection to their recollections and
to that one person but are the pain of time that
memory and may appear in different times.
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designs titled, Sound Towers No. 5. When air moves through

the empty cylinders ins
sound. As there are different variables including temperature
and pressure, the result

frequencies. As one |
changes in the created sound, therefore one can
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The simple brick facade of the tall tower is on
the one hand reminiscent of a Seljugid era
ower, and on the other hand it references
traditional American methods of construction.
In terms of form/time it is also apparently
connected to other designs that he made
during this time. The word "apparently” here
does not imply that there iIs anything
beyond what is apparent. These are all
facades; they neither reveal the function of
what lies behind the facade, nor do they
delineate a separation between interior and
exterior. They have come Into being by
eliminating both the interior and exterior.
By subtracting the interior and exterior they
have only left what is there. Architectural




Entity Even Event 21s one of these; as If an
event can have architectural substance. The
title continues: At One Moment Shadow-ful
Area Equals Shadow-less Area. Rainbow,
arch, spring, wavy textures; brick by brick
everything Is changing over time.

_Mount Vesuvius erupted for the thirtieth
time, sending lava and smoke toward the
nearby city and the Allies base. The eruptior
destroys 88 American B25s and results |
heavy damage to the city. Armajani receives
sound frequencies from the volcano that
were recorded on that day. Along with
an instructor from the university’s Space
Department, Armajani analyses the graphic
model of the sound. The resultis a databank
that can be used to graph the sound and
now it was created. The final resultis Sound
lowers No. 5. These silo-like towers go
through mutations and the wave-like pattern
of the mutation appears in the form of sound
minarets. A sound that requires a heig
as tall as a chimney cylinder. The sound
towers are intrinsically models or pla
of a sound. In other words, If we imagir
that a single material (brick) was used to
create the space andtacade of Seljugid era
architecture, and the point of connection
between interior and exterior was through
IS material connection, then inthesetowers
'S sound that is the building block.




Architectural Entity Even Event 2 IS
an expanded plan of a sound cylinder,
and the different patterns of brick layout
depict differences in sound freguencies.
Armajani’'s designs are visual reports of
something that has occurred or that may
occur. But If we return to the story of the
volcano, then the question Is whether the
explosion of volcanoes (in particular Mount
Vesuvius) has created the same sound
at different times throughout history” The
answer must be no! History is a context of
heterogeneous frequencies. Additionally,
not just the frequency, but also the act of

earing andrecording sound, is dependent

ol

on its own time; it Is not a fixed principle but
a variable where time itself is also a variable:
the possibility of an audible event.

_We have almost recorded this story In
Armajani's own words. Sound Towers is a
solution here. A solution that brings seeing

and hearing together. It so, after Armajani,
how will an audible event that will lead to
audible towers take shape” What is the
shape of today's audible towers? How,
and based on what system of data, have
they gone through a metamorphosis? How
have they adapted to the post-Armajani
political, economic, militaristic, cultura

l'.'.in.“':-
-
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technological era” And ultimately how car
one present a more contemporary versior
of sound/image”?

In areport on the restoration of the sleeping
uarters of lIsfahan’s Atigh Mosque it
was said that the bricks that had ftallen
off the structure during an aerial attack
on Istahan were reused in the process of
restoration. When the thick columns of the
sleeping quarters are superimposed on
sound towers, the bricks on the columns
become like pieces of sound on a strip of
celluloid; they have recorded the sound o
fighter jets and bombs within them. So eacr
orick Is an audible document that must be
heard. Their placement next to each other
IS In fact an audible installation. As Susan
Schuppli says, their installation as restored
bricks is a Material Witness; tacades that
are necessary in order to remember a past
tragedy or evenr

But can such a Material Withess also
serve to remind us of a future threat? And
'S this not a reverse form of remembering”
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Lipstick to the Void
Solo Exhibition by Ali Meer Azimi
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