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solo exni
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solo exhibitions by
mitsinception Pejman

-oundation has collaborated with young,
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their careers. But L

at Argo Factory. The
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bitions by Neda Saeedi, Ali Meer
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| .
Her work has been previously exnhi
several galleries, art spaces, and museums,
including Extra City, Antwerp; Lulea Biennial
2018; Ludlow 38, New York; Bonner
BSundeskunsthalle; Folkwang Museum,
and Savvy Contemporary, Berlin. g
Sheinitially studied classical sculpture under
the direction of Raffie Davtian in Tehran. S
ater moved to Germany and studied at t
Berlin University of Arts (L
isory of Prof. Hito Steyer
Saeedi is interested in the power dy
surrounding the processes through which
crystallization and hi-story ot places are
constructedandconsumed. Sheinvestigates
the historical and political resonance of
aterials and the physical relationships
between objects and bodies, drawing
from sources including the symbolismr
architecture and urban planning. Theretore
her concerns and methods are usually
examining the documents, materials, and
structures that together form the substratum
over which these processes are established;
she reanimates these hi-stories through t
use of spatial settings and objects’ materialit
often invoking bodies, as in, human or
human. G
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perspective of different groups? What words/
language should we use? How can “hi-story”
transform and translate into material and
form? How can we narrate a story without
using the same tools/methodology of the
"History 1 narrators”?

© 2008 FC

Conocarpus b

fénch side by side Ziziphus tree

Iwo Shades of Green deals with the sudden
appearance of a decorative and sterile tree,
namedConocarpus, intheurbanlandscapes
of the Gulf States (UAE, Qatar, Kuwait
etc.). This phenomenon first appeared In
Dubal in 1975 as part of a UN sustainability
program in collaboration with the Dubal
aluminum industry. It was designed to
,make green” the residential area for Dubal
employees in the margins of Dubal. This
ohenomenon continued to spread, and,
by the 2000s, had reached Southern Iran
and lrag. Over the last two decades, the
ranian Ministry of Agriculture and Parks
nave imported and planted Conocarpus
trees in southern province cities (Khuzestan,
Bushehr, and Hormozgan). This tree now
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accounts for 90% of urban vegetationinthe 72

region. There have been claims regarding [

the benefits of the Conocarpus plantation.
e Some claim it has detoxification properties
useful for counteracting eftects of industry,
makingitnecessaryinmanyindustrialareas,
espec nose with oil and heavy metal
iIndustr IS claim was later scientifically
discredited In a study by Bassra University).
Conocarpus belongs to the evergreen plant
family and exhibits vivid green foliage. T
green of the Conocarpus contrasts with
dusty, natural green of the native trees.
believe the difference between these two
shades of green is the drive behind tr
antation of Conocarpus Iin the region: whi
the Imported plant represents the evergreen
gardens of the western industrial countries,
the native plants represent the dusty greer
landscape of the drylands. The Evergree
radiates power; a power attempting to defeat
the natural cycle of time.
Conocarpus is categorized as an invasive [
plant. Because Conocarpus trees are [
drought-tolerant, their roots naturally
seek water underground. Duetotheirtas
rate of growth, they consume more water;

water that they suck up from underground
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reserves. Due to the lack of water resources
N the Gulf regions, their underground reserves
nave been negatively impacted. T
planting of these trees has resulted in t
destruction of tlora and the weakening of
soll, as well as the distribution of poisonous
substances that kill neighboring plants. This
nas further led to the wider destruction of
ocal vegetation and declining economic
security for local farmers and beekeepers.
Moreover, Conocarpus constantly produces
dust and pollen. When its pollen comes into
contact with human lungs it causes allerg
stenosis, and vascular diseases. The gases
eased by this tree prevent the formati
INn clouds. lts root system Is damagi
infrastructure,includingroad and pave
surfaces, underground utility lines, and
house and wall foundations.

Thenegativesideeftectsofthemassplar
of Conocarpus are both visible and inv
Conocarpus transforms the natural visual
characteristics of its new habitat and erases
itural and identity-forming roots. The
ly way It contributes to its new surroundi
(Middle Eastern cities) Is by imposin
isual identity; one of an evergreen city that
IS reminiscent of European cities, whose
“better” cultures and “greater” civilizations
are emblematized by their evergreen




gardens. Despite it not being visible at first

9

-
=

b

fthe “modernizing”, “civilizi
Ullding attempts that have taken place In

tr

and a

ance, this phenomenon is the consequence

Ng" and nation-

e region, specifically since the early 1920s
ter the fall of the Ottoman Empire.

For the past few years, as a continuation of
my artistic research/practice | have beer
working on dissecting the notion of “garder

IN terms of Its structure, and how It exists as a

colonialand imperi

al method of segregation,

assification, displacement, and “fencing-

ff*. Gardening Is a form of displacement

that causes many others to be displaced.

Garder
governing of nature that serves to impose
rules and control “others”. Othering and
classification are at the core of Gardening.
Two Shades of Green links botanical,
imperial, and colonial histories with their
effectsonpostcolonialsocieties. ltexamines

accessibility and prosper
cooperative justice and witr

P

When we talk abo
the first thing t
romance. Garder

ractice of gardening.

INg IS segregation, subjugation, and

ity In relation to

reference to the

Ut the notion of a garden,
nat comes to mind Is
S connote growth, care,

the act of tending, beauty, and, of course,
reconnection with nature. But where does

9

ardening come f




When, why, and how did gardens start to
appear in cities? |t we remove the beautl
facade, what is at the core of Gardening”
Like any other man-made structural uni
gardens are tied to sociopolitical structures.
fact, throughout the history of hurr
lization gardens have been integra
representations of supremacy and power in
times of “peace”.

The practice of gardening has its roots in the
Persian empire (specifically, the Achaemeni
Empire) and was later spread around tf
world. The old-lranian word for gardens,
‘pari-daizi’ (Walled-enclosure), hints at the
notion that they are an earthly paradise, one
that belongs inherently to humans. As such,
gardens are a metaphor for divine order,
and for the unification and protection of
iIndividuals who "do good”. Existent gardens
fulfil a similar function. These principles were
emblematized by the gardens of emperors;
the "goodgardeners”.* Anemperorschateau
would be surrounded by a walled garden.
This garden came to symbolize territory and
define the folks under his ruling. He is not only
gardener, but law maker, and Law itsel.

A desire to represent and manifest power,
status, and wealth has been the impetus to
ay gardens around the world for centuries.
n Europe, the history of gardening is deeply
entwined with colonialism; in other words,




all missions to civilize the world a
appropriate territory. The uprooting a
collecting of “exotic” plants by Europe’s
imperial centers have been a means of
expressing symbolic dominance over
the plant's native region. Undeniably,
tany Is integral to colonialist pursui
onial garden is a microcosm of
The accumulating, mapping and namin
plants from all over the world expresses the
colonial superiority of white European
men. |t expresses civilization and best
practice. Designing and implementing
a garden demonstrates the occupation
of land. Gathering crowds and celebrating
ictoriesinthese gardenssignalssuperiority by
mphasizing social and political bonds. The
return of King Charles Il from exile exemplifi
this. Upon his arrival, he made sure to
Hampton court palace; an enterprise that
required the highest knowledge of his time
nd sent a clear message to his allies and
nemies: [ am in command of not only my
people but of nature itselr.

Ultimately, the implementation of a garden
has always brought with it capitalism and
class segregation. The chosen species
get to enter the garden, to pass the fences
and separate themselves from the “chaos”

R

.... = l"i- “'
o *?:.\.‘._:
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outside; to shelter and grow with

despite resources being provided by t
ones left outside.
Let us for a moment lay any lbotanical empire
garden) and any productive society In the
Global North side by side. Both are driven

N the wa

by capitalist motivations, and both use the
latest technologies to expand and “breed”

desirable consumer objects. The
productl

end goal of

vity defines the rules of the garden.

Along these lines, there are three botanical
practicesthat|wouldliketofocuson: Collecting,

Naming (labeling), and Pruning.
Collecting: By collecting and ow

Ning plants,

anatl

onsymbolically ownsthelandtheywere

stolen from. That was made possible by the

factthatlittletonocreditwas givent
developed Intricate understandl
local flora. A plant was only viewed

inventory of the empire. If one
as part of a society’'s machinery,

and existent if collected and put into the
S Not accepted

othose who
ngs of their
as valuable

namely by
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being an outcast, they won't be part of the state
(garden) and taken care of by the gardener.

nd Crossbor

‘here are two gardens in London that embody
Nis custom: Kew Gardens, which is the symbol
fthe United Kingdom’s might and supremacy,
e Garden on London’s border,

which has served as a graveyard for societal
outcasts like sex workers and paupers

namely bapti
mother’s natu

|gIous

ming: This pract

iIce has Its roots deep In
patriarchal Christian traditions;
sm, a process through which
re and origin Is erased because

a newborn is not part of a community unless
baptized in the name of Father. More generally
speaking, a person has no rights as a “Citizen”
unless they are recognized by the state.
Returning to botany, a plant does not “exist”

=

nerpari

Um by bota

uning:

‘his a hortic

A

U

til 1t Is collected, classified, and named In

sts.
tural term that simply

refers to cutting and trimming. Historically,
nowever, embedded Iin pruning Is the idea
that leaving plants In their “native” state Is
Ng, and that nature should accommodate
lization. To cut nature Is to “cultivate” I,
INg it “up” to iImperial standards; make it
ivilized”. This requires a constant regime
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center (the GlobalNorth)to bloomand continue
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local plants through “decellularization” (the
process used in biomedical engineering to
/solate the extracellular matrix (ECM) of a
tissue from its inhabiting cells, leaving an
ECM scaffold of the original tissue, which
can be used in artificial organ and tissue
regeneration.) - a biomedical process that
empties the cells of living beings so that
only one tissue remains. The products of
"decellularization™ are similar to the ghostly
landscapes and slums around the big cities,
created by the introduction of new/everyday
changing values.

The snow globes unfold these aspects In
a more poetic or associative way through
comparative research on colonial history
and the video game industry. They express a
desire for possession, as well as a projection
and imagination of land and future.




*From the time of the Achaemenid Empire, the
idea of an earthly paradise spread through Persian

literature and example to other cultures, both
the Hellenistic gardens of the Seleucid Empire
and the Ptolemies in Alexandria. The Avestan
word pairidaéza-, Old Persian *paridaida-,[note 1]
Median *paridaiza- (walled-around, i.e., a walled
garden), was borrowed into Akkadian, and then
into Greek Ancient Greek: TTapadeicog, romanized:
paradeisos, then rendered into the Latin paradisus,
and from there entered into European languages,
e.g., French paradis, German Paradies, and
English paradise.[3]
During the Umayyad and Abbasid periods, the
aesthetic aspect of the garden increased in
importance, overtaking utility. During this time,
aesthetic rules that govern the garden grew in
importance. An example of this is the chahar bagh
¢L,k=>), a form of garden that attempts to emulate
the Abrahamic notion of a Garden of Eden, with
four rivers and four quadrants that represent the
world. The design sometimes extends one axis
longer than the cross-axis and may feature water
channels that run through each of the four gardens
and connect to a central pool.
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